Visit us online @
www.alaskastateelks.org

usa

Greetings from your

== SR

ASEA President!

Spring 2010

Inside this issue:

My year as President is
coming to a close and as always it
seems the end is busier than the be-
ginning! But what a year we have
had! We have seen major changes
in the structure and presentation of
our financial reporting; we have
credit cards to better track actual
costs and all income and bills being
handled by one person. These are
all steps in the right  direction and
will make the process of tracking
the flow of dollars much faster and
easier to report. This has not been
an easy thing to accomplish and has
taken some five years of talking
about it to do but the end reult will
make it worth the effort. There
are two State Officers that made this
happen this year and we all owe a
big o0Thank Youbo
Dave Charlesworth for all their time
and efforts.

We have placed seventh in
the nation for ENF donations with alll
Lodges reaching

$4.50 and an average of $8.754 per
capita. Washington Elks finish at
thirteenth with an average of $7.751
per capita. That means | will get one
crisp hundred to start off the year
with the compliments of WSEA
President Rick Mullen. Unfortu-
nately | will need to wait till June to
collect it, but I am looking forward
to the event! AWVP, M/P, T/F stats |
am STILL waiting for!!!!

With the information avail-
able now, we have zix Lodges show-
ing a gain in membership thus far
and while that is a great achieve-
ment the ASEA will show a loss of
approximately 130 members in
2009-2010. | think we can do better
and with the more aggressive Mem-
bership program in the works | am
confident next year we will continue
to have more Lodges with a gain in
membership. The members of this
committee have their plate full but |
am sure they are up to the task and
we will see real progress made in
our numbers in 2010 -2011.

The ASEA enjoyed some
wonderful awards this year in the
form of a 5 star award for our Ma-
jor Project booth at G/L Con-
vention and another for the ASEA
newsletter followed by a 4 star

t oaward forthe ASEAJuensite. Oy
Public Relations committee has
enjoyed another banner year as
well as Americanism, MVS, Hoop
Shoot, Soccer Shoot and Risk Man-
agement. IJ)rogram. Our Alaska
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Greetings from your ASEA State President

(cont.)

Veterans Program has had another good year with
recognition at the G/L Convention as well as an arti-
cle in the G/L newsletter. Finally | need to con-
gratulate the group of Elks that make up the two
boards that make our Major Project a success. Your
time and efforts have made a big difference both in
the efficient manner the Camping Program hap-
pens but
venating the facility and looking at revenue pro-
ducing avenues One program that needs more at-
tention paid to it is Government Relations. Recently
HB 10 was passed through the House and was
scheduled for the Senate. | was notified of this and
asked Rick Eckert to draft letters in a generic form
to distribute to our Lodges. We asked each Lodge
submit a letter as well as ask our membership to do
the same.

HB 10 is the one allowing Municipalities to
exempt Fraternal organizations from paying prop-
erty tax. The billwas scheduled to be read and
available for public testimony on April 9 . The first
item read was the complete omission of anything to
do with fraternal organizations. With only two min-
utes of testimony allowed per person it is difficult to
change gears on what you are going to say when
you are up next but Rick and | did testify on behalf
of the bill in its original form. While we were very
disappointed with the new bill, and | am sure we
will be disappointed when our pleas to reinsert our
part back into it are ignored, | learned something of
value by the experience. It was very apparent that
there were only a couple of letters written in sup-
port of our cause and with the lack of interest not
only by our members but also by all the fraternal

al sdoo 6i na ttthiet uodceawbuld vihave dad the mofential to save our Lodges

organizations in the state, who can really find fault
with the members of the Finance Committee in re-
moving it. When they get calls and letters from Mu-
nicipalities by the dozens asking them not to pass
this portion of the bill and almost nothing from the
people it directly effects, | know what direction |

would tend to lean also. The adoption of this bill

upwards of $100K combined each year and that is
just too large a sum to not pay attention to. | believe
we can all expect to see the ASEA taking a larger
part in this process and taking a stronger stand in
asking for participation from our membership and
Lodges when items like this come along again. The
times have changed and if we want to be heard we
need to raise our collective voices!

Lastly, | would like to thank all the Officers
and Committee members for all their support and
efforts this past year.
and we have made Di f fern

Congratulations to Rick, the ASEA Officers
and all incoming Committeemen. | know you will
have a great 2010-2011.

Thank you to the Skagway Lodge for host-
ing this 62" Annual Convention and am looking
forward to seeing everyone

a

there. y A

\
Fraternally yours, w()rkjng
Mike Luhr fogg{;}:{?fﬂ
ASEA President 2009-2010 __ difference

ARE YOU DOING ALL YOU CAN DO TO PROMOTE ELKDOM?
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A Message from our State Sponsor A Honorable Roger R. True

Alaska - 61 Years Of Caring and Sharing

Congratulations are in order to the officers and members of all the
Alaska Lodges. Under the leadership of State President Mike Luhr, the
State Association is having a very successful year. We all owe Mike our
gratitude for all that he has done for the Association and Elkdom this year.

who has supported, nurtured, and guided Mike this year, as she per-
formed double duty as President of the Alaska Emblem Clubs.

The Alaska Lodges have once again done an outstanding job on
charitable donations to the Alaska Major Project and the Elks National
Foundation. Financial contributions to Elks National Foundation and the
State Major Project are a great way to start the year. As you know, both
are tax deductible and provide support not only to the youth of Alaska but
also our veterans. | want to thank all of you for your continuing support of

these two vital programs.

State Convention is just around the corner and | look forward to seeing many of you in Skagway
onMay 12thd1 6t h. We wi || be installing Harl ey ORi ck
newed enthusiasm shown by the Al aska members |
year.

0
0

Another way to strengthen your Lodge and the State Association is to bring in a new member.
As our efforts grow in encouraging the youth of our state and in helping our veterans, we need new
members to sustain our growth.

Of course the best support any lodge can have is a strong foundation of officers and committee-
persons. If you feel you have a skill that might be helpful to your Lodge please contact one of your
lodge officers. However, if you feel you are not able to commit the time to become an officer or com-
mitteeman, but can contribute a few hours here and there to support a lodge function or charitable
project, PLEASE contact your Lodge and offer your support. It will take all of us working together to
make Elkdom something your friends, family and neighbors will want to be a part of, and allow us to
give even more back to our communities and nation.

Fraternally,
Roger R. True , - PGER- State Sponsor

m

President -E| e c t Ri ck Ecker
ARE YOU PLANNING TO ATTEND THE GL CONVENTION?

Our annual get together of the Grand Lodge will be held in
Orlando, Florida from July 4 ™ to the 8". A number of us are re-
quired to attend; in particular, a representative of each Alaskan
Lodge. That representative is the Exalted Ruler or a representative,
authorized by the Lodge. Time is getting short. The ASEA Grand
Lodge Convention Committee needs all registrations by April 30 to
preserve our commitments to the Grand Lodge and the hotel where
we will be staying.

Our hotel is the Hilton Orlando. It is a brand new facility,
located beside the convention center in which our meetings will be
held. The hotel is connected to the center by a covered causeway that allows for a ten to twenty min-
ute walk for arrival. Bus service will be available and besides taxi cabs, the Hilton (cont on page 4)
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President -El ect Ri ck Eckertdos Mes
provides sedans and drivers for hire.

We are concerned about conventioneers that need travel assistance due to physical challenges.
Any such needs will be met. The ASEA Convention Committee must be informed and will get it set up.

Disney World, Sea World and other world famous attractions are right in the neighborhood, cre-
ating a perfect opportunity to add a family vacation to the convention.

The combined effort of our ASEA Convention Committee and the Washington State Elks Associa-
tion Committee will bring to our combined attendees a special dinner show on Tuesday night that prom-
ises to fill your stomach and tickle your funny bone.

We will of course provide a hospitality room for our Alaskan members and guests to relax in
while not participating in convention activities.

Please plan now to register and attend. We will have a great time.

THE ASEA IS PLANNING FOR A GREAT NEW YEAR!

As this year comes to a close, we must appreciate our successes during the past year and enthu-
siastically plan for the next. All the while, an eye for growth and improvement has to be maintained. Our
celebration of the past year in Alaskan Elkdom happens in Skagway this coming May and the plan for
next year will be unfolded for us all to work on.

We will see continued success with the growth and value of our Trust Fund. The fund is a wonder-
ful success story that will get even better as its earnings essentially cover the cost of our major project,
the ASEA Youth Camp.

Our Americanism Committee will increase the number of school kids that express their hearts in
essay on subjects |ike respect for our nationds
of America.

The Hoop Shoot and Soccer Shoot programs will grow through the creation of eager cooperation
with our schools.

More and more applications from qualified and deserving high school graduates will be rounded
up by our ASEA Most Valuable Student Committee.

Though already impressive, can you see now the new levels of contributions to our Elks National
Foundation?

We will be hosting as many as 160 wounded and recuperating soldiers in June through a partner-
ship of the Alaska Wounded Veterans Program and the Kenai River Professional Guide Association. This
is a significant increase in participants from last year.

A new goal will be set. With the assistance of the ASEA, each Alaska Lodge will host its own
wounded veteran event...yep we can see it now. Saying thank you to and showing appreciation for these
young men and women in person is its own reward. It is a reward that will benefit the members of each
Lodge.

Gener al Dwi ght D. Matvasion is the antefrgettt@peaple to do what you want
because they wanttodoit 6. As | eaders in Alaska El kdom it i
coming year even more successful than the last.

Fraternally Yours,
Rick Eckert

S
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A Message from our Vice

-President Roland H. Reiswig

WOW! Way

to go Bristol
Bay!
If you have

not read the

would be remiss not to mention that even though
Bristol Bay is again number one in the State, | am
proud of my Lodge (Palmer) for their valiant effort.
I know how hard you all worked and being num-
ber one in total donations is great! So stand talll

et

at

Ve

al
ng

hi

OEI ks M\élli? aS(guthcott, please thank your team and all of
2 i nMaéch ©our members who donated, with a special thanks
2010 issue, going to John B. Letds ¢
you need to | wish to thank the State Membership Com-
dig it out mittee, especially Chairman Joel Hembach, for
and read their efforts to stabilize our membership. The real
the article  work was accomplished by the Lodge Exalted Rul-
OBristol Bay, ers, Lodge Membership Chair, and many of our
AK, Lodge members. THANK YOU ALL! As of this writing, we
Helps Military Families Reconnecto . Wh a 't ahaveh sixd@) tLodges reflecting a gain. However, it
warming event ; you di d uappears that eerwdl el dropping dver 138 mem- e
testimonial when the smallest Lodge in the State is  bers State wide. Our Secretaries indicate that one
able to accomplish such an enormous task with of our main challenges is that of address changes
simply a o0can dod6é att it udvithoatndificationbAnrmalhhyeuws kotge posts the
Since | am on the subject of Veteran events, names _Of mempers that have_ not paid their dues. |
are you aware that the State Wounded Veteran &M asking that if you recognize a member on that
Project (WVP) Committee and the WVP Coordina- /ISt that you know has moved, please notify the
tor, along with the Kenai River Professional Guides Secretary and provide any mformatl_on that V\."”
Association, will once again sponsor a fishing trip ~ "€lP locate them. Your Secretary will help with
for wounded soldiers from the Anchorage and tFansfer, demits, etc. W
Fairbanks areas? Last year they hosted 93 of our final report at the State Convent_lon to see |f~ we met
brave soldiers wounded in battle. Rick Eckert told our State Presidentds go
me that, 6 these kids ar e as sAsgheeCHairmao ofsNomhp Prgjectg, ¢ an
well; moving forward, in or out of the military, happy to report that all 17 Lodges in the State re-
emotionally and physically is a significant chal- ceived $1,000.00 to use in support of your commu-
lenge for them. This is their opportunity to get out nities. Due to budget restraints, | am not sure how
and receive certificat i onlondweransupport thisplogram; tgeeefore | sag- T
yeards event i s -emdhireJunge and o gedt yow &teykur State Officer know your desires.
volunteers are needed. So, if you can make it Some positive replies on the use of the funds last
bring the family to Soldotna and pitch in. There is a year would help. We also had funds set aside this
lot to do, and | guarantee you will not regret it. year for a Lodge Charitable Grant but did not re-
Please contact Al Nagel or Jan Jonker formorede- cei ve one applicationé??
tails. Yes, | will be there! See you in Skagway.
There will probably be several articles in How To Get
this publication relating to the outstanding effort Fratemally Yours, New Members?
by all of our Lodges in meeting and exceeding the Roland H. Reiswig ASK THEM 1
Grand Exalted Rulers ENF per -capita challenge. | k f

é/éf Care - {/é; Share
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Alaska State Elks Association
Charitable Report Summary 2005 -2009
Survey of Volunteer, Youth, Charitable and
Community Service Programs. 17 Lodges
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