
WOUNDED VETERANS PROJECT 

 
The weekend of March 6th Homer Lodge #2127, in cooperation with the Homer 
Snomads and American Legion hosted 6 Wounded Warriors to a weekend of ice 
fishing, snow machining and hospitality.  These deserving troops arrived from the 
Fort Richardson Transitional Care Unit via the State Elks Bus on Friday evening and 
were hosted at our lodge for some fine dining and camaraderie.  While at our lodge 
each Wounded Warrior was presented a Certificate of Gratitude by Jan Jonker, our 

ASEA Wounded Veterans Project Coordinator. 

    Saturday morning we transported them to the American Legion for breakfast and then on to the 
Caribou Lake snow machine trailhead where members of the Snomads escorted them to the lake for some 
ice fishing and trail riding.  Some of these troops had never ice fished nor operated a snow machine so 
they discovered a new experience.  After an afternoon of fishing and trail riding they returned to the 
American Legion and were hosted to a lasagna dinner and then back to the hotels for some rest. 

    Sunday morning they were hosted to a mid-morning breakfast and then on the road back to Fort 
Richardson. 
   These deserving troops all reported a great time and would like to return to Homer again for some 
outdoor activities.  The all were impressed by the hospitality and caring that was shown to each of them 
while they were in our community and remarked several times that they could not believe that we would 
do this for them. 

   We also wish to thank Ocean Shores Motel and the Best Western Bidarka Inn for providing and 
donating the hotel rooms for these deserving troops while they were in our community. 

    If you would be interested in assisting with sponsoring another group of these Wounded Warriors this 
summer and have some ideas for an outdoor adventure for them please contact our new ER, Justin Cole. 
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l-r:  1LT Brandon Gooch; SPC Faron Copas; ASEA WVP Project Coordinator, Jan Jonker; CPT Darren 
Reed; SGT Todd Green; CLP Dalton Lewis; PER & Snomad Rep Mike Riley; PFC Ryan Winkle 


